Issues in American Race and Culture

Mr. Pond

Mr. Mead-Lucero

Reflection Paper
Now that we’ve completed Alex Kotlowitz’s There Are No Children Here, we would like you to write a reflection paper telling us what you think about the book.  The paper should be typed, double-spaced and a minimum of 2 pages.  Your essay should be no more than three pages.

You have three possible options for this paper.  Please read the options carefully and select one to respond to.

OPTION ONE
Write a book review of There Are No Children Here.  Please note, a book review IS NOT the same as a book report.  Book reviews analyze the quality of a book and help potential readers decide if it is a book worth reading.  Book reviews generally present both the reviewer’s opinions, as well as facts pulled from the book.  Should you choose the option, it would be in your best interests to look at some current book reviews from major newspapers like the Chicago Tribune or New York Times.  Both are available in print and online.

OPTION TWO

Consider our reading of There Are No Children Here as well as our class discussions.  What are some of the major problems faced by the Rivers’ family?  Can these problems—the problems surrounding race, public housing and poverty be solved?  Please justify your responses.

OPTION THREE

Reflect on There Are No Children Here and our class discussions on race and culture.  How have the book and our discussions changed or confirmed your views about race?  How will you use this knowledge for the future?  Please cite specific examples from the book or from class notes as you see fit.
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Papers should be typed, with 12 point font, double-spaced with 1” margins on both sides.  Please place your name, course name and date at the top left corner of the first page.  Papers should be spell-checked and checked for grammar prior to submission. 
